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From the Editors...
Dear Readers, 

We hope you enjoy this year’s edition of the FLIGHT 2020 
Magazine. Due to the unique  circumstances, our book looks a little 
different from previous years. We’d like to thank all of our creative 
peers who contributed to the magazine, and bearing with us as we 
experimented new ways to make the book. We are excited to show 
you FLIGHT: Visions!

There are many types of visions. We all perceive the world 
around us in different ways. Through our perception, we chose to 
dream and our dreams lead to imagination. Imagining, if we’re brave 
enough, becomes our experience. These experiences lead to enacting. 
We hope our book inspires you to turn your dreams into a reality. 
Happy reading! 

~Brady McNamara and Adi Mitchell

I could not be more inspired by this staff of students who rallied through Zoom 
meetings to produce a Literary Magazine despite a Pandemic shelter-at-home.  A 
particular challenge was that the abrupt change to everyone’s world left many 
students paralyzed and unable to create as much as they had in the past.

 For example, the Flight Staff had hoped to feature a section of student creative 
reflections and poems about their Pandemic experience. But despite several calls for 
work, no submissions came. After a discussion, the staff concluded that it was just too 
much---too difficult to create and design with so much ongoing loss.

Congratulations to the staff and the 7th and 8th graders who have managed to rally 
and to create through art and writing their ideas about the world. You give me hope.
.
—Ms. Cynthia Cronrath

From the Advisor…
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  Visions...Perceiving

“We are all in the gutter, 
but some of us are looking 
at the stars.”

-Oscar Wilde



“A Little Droplet”
Photo--Xuan Ho
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“Solitude at Sunset” 
---Phoebe Zieger
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“Peeking Sun”--Marissa Baskin
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 Chillaxin --Marissa Baskin
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Visions...Perceiving

--Bethany Martin

The Dead Comes to Life



13

Visions...Perceiving

--Seth Priestman
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“Apple Blossoms” 
-Xuan Ho
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“Puppy Pal”
--Marissa Baskin
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Bryce Rafel

Trees Begin to Show Their Buds
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“Here’s Lookin’ at Ewe”  by Machaella Knelly
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“Geometric Watermelon”
--Xuan Ho
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  Visions...Dreaming

Hold fast to dreams, 
for if dreams die,
 life is a 
broken-winged bird 
that cannot fly.
~Langston Hughes
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Visions...Dreaming

“Visions 1” 
--Thomas Duncan
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‘

--Seth Priestman

Visions...Dreaming
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Spines in the Night-- Xuan Ho

Visions...Dreaming
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Visions...Dreaming

Megan Stout
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Visions...Imagining

The power of imagination 
created the illusion that my 
vision went much farther 
than the naked eye could 
actually see. 
~Nelson Mandela



25

.

,

.

,

,

.
,

,
,

.

Visions...Imagining

Visions 2
--Thomas Duncan
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Seth Priestman
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Alma
--Xuan Ho
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Visions...Experiencing

“The purpose of life is to live 
it, to taste experience to the 
utmost, to reach out eagerly 
and without fear for newer 
and richer experience.”
~Eleanor Roosevelt 
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Spring Flowers
--Stasia Bobal
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Seth Priestman 
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—Brady McNamara
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  Visions...Enacting

“It does not do to dwell 
on dreams and forget to 
live”
~J.K. Rowling
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Visions...Enacting
                   2020 The Great Outdoor Scholastic Essay Contest
                                            Pending Judging
                                          By Brady McNamara
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     Elks Lodge Essay Contest  Winner “What Does Freedom of Speech Mean to You?” 
                                                             By Brady McNamara
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--Marissa Baskin

  Visions...Enacting
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     Writing an essay for the KSCPP (Korean Spirit and Culture 
Promotion Project), was a little bit of a challenge for me. First, I had 
to read the 141 page book title “Chung Hyo Ye, Tales of filial 
devotion, loyalty, respect, and benevolence from the history and 
folklore of Korea”. From there, I had 3 different prompts to choose 
from. I chose the second prompt, which was “Which of the stories 
from the book captured your attention or curiosity and why?”. I chose 
this prompt because one particular folklore connected with me. It was 
titled “True Wealth”, and discussed how a social class in old Korean 
times put a life of simplicity and strong morals before a life of wealth 
and riches. It was interesting to me that these successful people 
didn’t use their success for monetary gain. With the pressure in 
today’s society to do well in school and make a good salary, people 
aren’t happy. It’s rare to see someone follow their dreams, and even 
more rare to find someone who enjoys going to work. As a 14 year 
old, I still have the opportunity to follow my dreams, and so do my 
peers.

     

Exploring Another Culture through Literature...

     Winning 3rd Prize in a National Essay 
Contest was great! 

     But writer Adi Mitchell found that it was 
also a win to gain a different perspective 
through reading a collection of  folktales 
from the Korean Culture .

A Reflection by Adi Mitchell
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    Another challenge I faced was being thrown into 
another culture and having to write about it. Before 
entering this contest, I knew nothing about Korea’s 
history or beliefs. I chose to enter the contest 
because I love history, traveling, and writing. I read 
the first few pages of “Chung Hyo Ye” and was 
immediately captivated by it. However, with such a 
different heritage, it was difficult to fully understand 
the Korean culture. I did some separate reading 
about the history behind “True Wealth” to better 
understand how it relates to me and other kids my 
age. My research helped me realize just how 
different some people’s morals can be.

     
     Overall, I learned that not everything in life 
is about your financial status. To a teenager 
who has some monumental life decisions to 
make in the next 10 years, reading “True 
Wealth” gave me valuable realizations. People 
who are truly happy are the ones who let go of 
the burden of money and follow their heart. I 
felt that by writing this essay, hopefully my 
peers will learn a lesson that helps them make 
important life decisions, too.
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“True Wealth”: Exploring Values in Korean Literature
By Adi Mitchell

 
     In “Chung, Hyo Ye,  Tales of filial devotion, loyalty,  respect and benevolence from the history and 
folklore of Korea”,  I found that the story “True Wealth” sparked my interest. Having lived in the 
United States my whole life,  this historic story first confused me.  The more I thought about it,  the 
more these old Korean morals made sense.
        “True Wealth” tells the story of the seonbi,  or a “person of nobility and integrity” (page 117).  
Seonbi people believed in a life of little possessions,  but a heart that was full.  As Seonbis climbed the 
metaphorical social latter,  their simplistic lifestyle would increase.  For example,  if a Seonbi had a 
house with 5 rooms,  he would reduce to only having 4 rooms.  In a straightforward sense,  it was 
considered morally correct to decrease possessions the more wealth and success you obtained.
        To most Americans,  especially the upper class,  this would seem,  well,  almost crazy.  It 
completely refutes the idea of an upper class society.  When I picture upper class,  I imagine huge 
houses,  multiple cars,  maids and fancy clothing.  The main way of obtaining all of these possessions 
is either inheriting the money,  or having a very important job.  Picture a town mayor.  He starts off 
with a two story house,  and a Subaru.  Then,  in a few years,  he runs for the Pennsylvania State 
Senate.  He increases his house to three stories,  adds a pool,  and adds to the car collection with a 
Convertible.  In four years,  he becomes President of the United States.  He now lives in the White 
House,  a building with 132 rooms,  multiple butlers and maids,  and of course,  as many cars as he 
sees fit.  This is an extravagant example of what the upper class American society looks like today.
        Meanwhile,  in old age Korean,  this would be the opposite.  If the man starts out as a teacher’s 
intern,  in a house with 5 rooms,  and he gets promoted to a teacher,  then the house would decrease to 
4 rooms.  Say he gets promoted to a university professor.  Once again,  his rank moves up,  so his 
amount of rooms will decrease to 3.
        This was very confusing to me,  if it was this way in our society,  everyone would be in the 
same social class. Why would somebody voluntarily give up so many possessions?  The seonbi gave 
up their life’s work in riches.  Most people choose a job where they make a living,  but instead,  the 
seonbi work for the love of their activity.
       

Prize-Winning Essay! 
KSCPP National Essay Contest 3rd Prize
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Are we that brainwashed as a society?  I think that all people can learn from the morals of the 

seonbi.  Maybe,  we should put the love and passion to do something important before the monetary 
gain.  Instead of taking drastic measures,  like decreasing the meals we eat and the rooms of our house,  
we could just take small steps.  Next time we consider buying extras of something unneeded,  we could 
put it in savings.  When we get that big promotion,  the money put towards remodeling the 8 year old 
kitchen could go towards your child’s college fund.  Perhaps,  we could encourage my generation to do 
something that inspires them and motivates them,  not something that will provide a lavish lifestyle.
  
      The second half of this honorable tale shares an example of what “True Wealth” really means.  
Sang Yeongbu was a rich man,  but honorable man.  He “won great admiration by his virtuous practice 
of lending money to those who found themselves in sudden need of it” (lines 14-16, page 117).  Every 
New Years Eve,  he would gather his collection of papers found in the safe.  These papers had certain 
details about the people who borrowed money from him the past year.  With the papers in his arms,  he 
would burn all of the information.  This is an extreme act,  considering that all of the money was just 
simply forgotten about.  Sang Yeongbu was told that his extreme generosity would cause his 
descendants to thrive.  This “myth” was proven true when his grandson,  Sang Jin,  became a prime 
minister.
   
     It wasn’t unusual to see seonbi scholars burn all of the money owed to them.  This seemed very 
uncommon to me, however.  It seems obvious that when you borrow money from someone,  you must 
pay them back no matter what.  Why would somebody just give away their money? 
     
   Lately,  it seems that money is the root of all actions.  Take climate change,  for example. As a 
society,  very little is being done for how drastic of a problem climate change is.  Why do we continue 
to chop down trees and drill for oil that is quickly dwindling?  Money.  The demand for these products 
is high, and so are the prices.  Companies see lack of resources as an issue,  but also an opportunity. It 
is an opportunity to make more money and expand the company.  We are willing to destroy the plant in 
order to receive good fortune.  Meanwhile,
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          Essay Contest 1st Place: Daughters of the American Revolution 
                                            By Brady McNamara
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Honorable Mention: 2020 Earth Day Poster Contest 

Megan Stout
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Special thanks to:

Ms. Cynthia Cronrath, advisor
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magazine.
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Thank you so much for 
reading our magazine!


